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widespread and increasing power of the Angevin house
under the greatest of its rulers. The dominions of
Henry IL stretched from the Somme to the Pyrenees,
and included almost the whole of the land between the
Creuse and the Lot. Duke of Normandy, with the
practical command of Brittany; duke of Aquitaine,
having imprisoned his wife, whose liberty might have
been dangerous as an encouragement to the intrigues of
the turbulent baronage of the south \ count of Anjou,
and Maine, and Touraine, lord of many petty counties
which impinged on the French kingdom at every point,
Henry II. confirmed, by diplomatic and military alliances,
the power which marriage and inheritance had founded.
The Lombard cities were his allies, his friends held the
passes of the Alps and the Pyrenees. Henry the Lion,
duke of Saxony, at one time the greatest territorial lord
in Europe, at another the banished possessor of but a
few northern cities, was his son-in-law. Alfonso IX.,
king of Castile, had married another of his daughters,
and was eager in seeking his counsel. With all the
Spanish kingdoms in turn he had relations, as with the
distant lands of Scandinavia, with Sicily, whose king was
his son-in-law, with Jerusalem, and the nearer powers of
Flanders and Burgundy. Year by year, by purchase
or exchange, by treaty or deliberate aggression, his
power over the small lordships which surrounded the
territory of the French king increased. Yet great as
was the external power of the English king, his position
was uneasy in the extreme. So long as his own extra-
ordinary physical and mental vigour endured, he was
able to suppress his turbulent vassals, to overawe his
timid neighbours, and to conquer his rebellious sons.